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Remember when we were all charged up about the epidemic of heroin use among young people? Free safe injections by a RN....free needle exchanges....ineffective education about risks of AIDS, Hep C, heart infections..... GONE.
Instead we got fentanyl. More potent. Cheaper. Easier to hide. No AIDS, Hep C, or heart. INNOVATION.
And no longer imported from China and India, subject to interception by the DEA. Now made in Mexico from precursor chemicals (from China and India) that are under the radar. INNOVATION
But fentanyl is under siege by the Feds. Sanctions on China, Tariffs on Mexico and Canada for not blocking importation at the borders. Widespread fear of fentanyl Overdose Death.
So now alternatives are coming to the street market. It’s INNOVATION.
Nitazene. 40x more powerful than fentanyl. No federal focus. Easily made if production of fentanyl in Mexico gets curtailed by Trump-ordered special ops missions. Originally developed 70 years ago, but never medically used because of extreme potency. Some forms are 40+ times as powerful as fentanyl.
They are often—in tiny amounts—mixed in with other chemicals and processed to look like Dilaudid or oxycodone. And to increase potency of fentanyl or heroin or stimulants. They are not detectible by common urine drug screens. Their potency may require 5 or 6 doses of Narcan for reversal.
Carfentanyl, originally developed as a horse tranquilizer, is 100 x as powerful as fentanyl and 10,000 x as powerful as morphine. Tiny amounts—essentially invisible to the naked eye, can be fatal. It’s often mixed with heroin, cocaine, fentanyl, and pharma opioids. Like nitazenes, it is resistant to Narcan—large doses are required to reverse its effects in overdose situations.
ParaFluoroFentanyl or PFF, was originally a contaminant of fentanyl but is currently used to add bulk to fentanyl and to add potency to cocaine, heroin, and other illegal substances. It is less powerful than fentanyl, but is often added to counterfeit pharma opioids to boost effects. “No fentanyl in my product.” It, too, is resistant to Narcan.
Nitazenes, Carfentanyl and PFF do not show on urine drug screen tests.
BOTTOM LINE. IF you are a recreational user, these drugs are extremely dangerous. You’re better off getting drunk or stoned with THC, or going to rehab.
If you are a patient with chronic pain, do not buy ANYTHING from the street sources. This is a real threat because of supply chain issues and pharmacists and retail chains that are incentivized to not fill your prescriptions.
